
LLLooorrrddd,,,      

llleeettt   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt   bbbeee   gggooooooddd   sssoooiii lll ,,,      

ooopppeeennn   tttooo   ttthhheee   ssseeeeeeddd   ooofff   yyyooouuurrr   wwwooorrrddd...   

   

LLLooorrrddd   ,,,   llleeettt   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt   bbbeee   gggooooooddd   sssoooiii lll ,,,      

wwwhhheeerrreee   lllooovvveee   cccaaannn   gggrrrooowww      

aaannnddd   pppeeeaaaccceee   iiisss   uuunnndddeeerrrssstttooooooddd...   

   

WWWhhheeennn   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt   iiisss   hhhaaarrrddd,,,      

bbbrrreeeaaakkk   ttthhheee   ssstttooonnneee   aaawwwaaayyy...   

   

WWWhhheeennn   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt   iiisss   cccooolllddd,,,      

wwwaaarrrmmm   iiittt   wwwiiittthhh   ttthhheee   dddaaayyy...   

   

WWWhhheeennn   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt   iiisss   lllooosssttt,,,      

llleeeaaaddd   mmmeee   ooonnn   mmmyyy   wwwaaayyy...   

   

LLLooorrrddd,,,   llleeettt   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt,,,      

LLLooorrrddd,,,   llleeettt   mmmyyy   hhheeeaaarrrttt,,,   

bbbeee   gggooooooddd   sssoooiii lll ...”””   

                              ---HHHaaannndddttt   HHHaaannnsssooonnn      (((EEELLLWWW   ###555777444)))   

 

 

 

SSSEEEPPPTTTEEEMMMBBBEEERRR   222000000999      

GGGRRRAAANNNDDD   CCCAAANNNYYYOOONNN   SSSYYYNNNOOODDD   

AAARRRIIIZZZOOONNNAAA   –––   AAADDDVVVOOOCCCAAACCCYYY   EEE---NNNEEEWWWSSS      

  

  

  

  
 

“Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness 

like an ever flowing stream.”      - Amos 5:24 

 
  

 

Dear Lutheran and Ecumenical Colleagues: 

So often we overlook the answers that are right in 

front of us.  In these tumultuous times consider the 

scripture reading and some of our favorite Lutheran 

hymns that speak to the potential for our role in the 

world today.  Read closely for the inspiration as to 

what a difference you can make in these times of high 

pressure and anxiety for many.  

 “So, my very dear friends, don't get thrown off course. 
Every desirable and beneficial gift comes out of 
heaven. The gifts are rivers of light cascading down 
from the Father of Light. There is nothing deceitful in 
God, nothing two-faced, nothing fickle. He brought us 
to life using the true Word, showing us off as the 
crown of all his creatures.  

Post this at all the intersections, dear friends: Lead 
with your ears, follow up with your tongue, and let 
anger straggle along in the rear. God's righteousness 
doesn't grow from human anger. So throw all spoiled 
virtue and cancerous evil in the garbage. In simple 
humility, let our gardener, God, landscape you with the 
Word, making a salvation-garden of your life. 

 Don't fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener 
when you are anything but, letting the Word go in one 
ear and out the other. Act on what you hear! Those 

http://gcsynod.org/advocacy.php
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who hear and don't act are like those who glance in the mirror, walk away, and two minutes later have 
no idea who they are, what they look like. But whoever catches a glimpse of the revealed counsel of 
God—the free life!—even out of the corner of his eye, and sticks with it, is no distracted scatterbrain 
but a man or woman of action. That person will find delight and affirmation in the action.  

Anyone who sets himself up as "religious" by talking a good game is self-deceived. This kind of religion 
is hot air and only hot air. Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the Father, is this: 
Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their plight, and guard against corruption from the godless 
world.” 
James 1:16-27 (The Message) 
 

Here I Am Lord-   Daniel Schutte  (ELW #574) 

Here I am Lord. Is it I Lord?   

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 

I will hold your people in my heart. 

“I the Lord of snow and rain, 

I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them. They have turned away. 

I will break their hearts of stone; give them hearts for love alone.  

I will speak my word to them. Whom shall I send?” 

 

The opportunities for living our faith are without bounds.  Go and do and God’s world will be blessed 

by your efforts. 

 

Sincerely,  

  

Teri J. Traaen, Ed.D., D.P.A. 

Assistant to the Bishop/ 

Director of Advocacy in Arizona 

 
 
 

Building Community ... and a Playground!   
Look at this great example of community partnering, where churches, students, business, police 
neehbdqr+ rbntsr `kk bnld snfdsgdq sn l`jd ` cheedqdmbd hm ` mdhfganqgnnc Hsƍran `vdrnld uhcdnƕ

and hs `kk g`oodmdc `s nmd ne ntq bnmfqdf`shnmrƕ-`mchsƍr nmU-Tube !  
  

  
Throughout this E-News there are web-links designed to take you to the information being described, usually on an internet 
webpage or an email address. Most of the web-links (also called hyperlinks) are in the underlined words or graphics in the 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ Ǌƻƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ƳƻǳǎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƳ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƭƛƴƪŜŘέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ  

Police officers pitching in with Mr. Koolaid at 

the Vida Nueva Kaboom! playground build. 

http://www.gcsynod.org/
http://www.wordwebonline.com/search.pl?w=weblink
http://www.gcsynod.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17k4RRqp_xs&eurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Egcsynod%2Eorg%2F&feature=player_embedded
http://www.wordwebonline.com/search.pl?w=weblink
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UUPPCCOOMMIINNGG  EEVVEENNTTSS  
¶¶  OONNLLIINNEE  HHUUNNGGEERR  TTEEAAMM  MMEEEETTIINNGG  ––  ““GGCCSS  HHUUNNGGEERR  SSOOLLUUTTIIOONNSS””    

Wednesday Sept 16   7pm (MST)     link to this web-ex meeting  mtg # 801 097 097 

Wednesday Oct 21      7pm (MST)      link to this web-ex meeting   mtg# 804 556 832 

Wednesday Nov18       7pm (MST)      link to this web-ex meeting   mtg# 809 569 067 
 

If you would like to join by phone without using a computer have the meeting  
number at the ready, and call in using one of the following telephone numbers:  
 Toll free: 866-469-3239 or Toll number: 1-650-429-3300 

  

¶¶  22000099  NNOORRTTHHEERRNN  AARRIIZZOONNAA  HHOOMMEELLEESSSS    

VVEETTEERRAANN’’SS  SSTTAANNDD  DDOOWWNN  --    

Friday September 18   Noon to 4pm (homeless court sign-up only)  

Saturday September 19   8-2pm 

tǊŜǎŎƻǘǘΣ !½Φ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
great opportunity for vets, and also a great place to volunteer.   
Please check out the attached fliers and advertise them in your congregations! 

 

¶¶  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  HHEEAALLTTHH  &&  AAWWAARREENNEESSSS  EEVVEENNTT  

WWIITTHH  SSPPEECCIIAALL  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  FFOORR  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  AANNDD  FFAAMMIILLIIEESS  

Saturday September 19   9am- 2pm  

 5921 W. Thomas Road        

Phoenix, AZ 85033 
Click this link for flier& more information 

 

¶¶  FFEEEEDD  MMYY  SSTTAARRVVIINNGG  CCHHIILLDDRREENN  EEVVEENNTT  
November 19-21    

 

Locations:   Esperanza Lutheran (Ahwatukee) La Casa de Cristo (Scottsdale) 

                      Peace Lutheran (Peoria) Love of Christ ï (Mesa) 

  Contact:      Janine Skinner ï azskinners@cox.net  

Goal:            Pack 1 Million Meals & raise $170,000 to pay for the meals!   

 

NNEEWWSS  &&  RREESSOOUURRCCEESS    

¶ GGCCSS  HHUUNNGGEERR  SSOOLLUUTTIIOONNSS - the Grand Canyon Synod’s online hunger group met again 
August 18th. If you missed it you can go to this link and listen to the web-ex recording of 
it.  Future meetings are scheduled for Sept 16th, Oct 21st and Nov 18th. (3rd Wednesdays, 
at 7 pm Mountain Standard Time).  The links to these meeting are in the events section 
above. This month Dr. Tamara Zivic from WHEAT will be talking about some exciting 
new joint Advocacy ventures and community partnership opportunities. 

¶ HUNGER  101 LAUNCH- The launch of the long awaited Hunger 101 program was held Sunday August 
16th at St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Phoenix.  JoAnn Simons, Diaconal Intern, has worked hard all 
summer in preparing the program and together with retired Pr. Craig Geiger and the folk at St. 

http://www.gcsynod.org/
http://www.fmsc.org/Page.aspx?pid=370
https://elcaorg.webex.com/elcaorg/j.php?ED=108906317&UID=0
https://elcaorg.webex.com/elcaorg/j.php?ED=108906342&UID=0
https://elcaorg.webex.com/elcaorg/j.php?ED=108906577&UID=0
http://www.gcsynod.org/uploads/Veterans%20Stand%20Down%20Flyer%202009.pdf
http://www.gcsynod.org/uploads/Community%20Health%20and%20Awareness%20Event.pdf
http://www.fmsc.org/Page.aspx?pid=380
http://www.myesperanza.org/portal/
http://www.lacasadecristo.com/
http://www.peacelutheranaz.org/
http://www.loveofchristchurch.net/
mailto:azskinners@cox.net
https://elcaorg.webex.com/elcaorg/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=8870822&rKey=516a1da7def8cc54
https://elcaorg.webex.com/elcaorg/lsr.php?AT=pb&SP=MC&rID=8870822&rKey=516a1da7def8cc54
http://www.hungerhurts.org/
https://traaenandassociates.webex.com/cmp0306l/webcomponents/widget/playback.do?siteurl=traaenandassociates&recordID=30355342&isnbr=true&ticket=9d19095d415159535b051f0967776677252247330b62637a451e040071111141515a59521d14110659&serviceRecordID=30355347&nbrh
http://www.saintandrewaz.org/
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Do something for homeless families through 

 Family Promise!  
 

Sponsor a family in transitional housing  

for $350 a month ! 

Or Donate: 

¶ Reprogrammable security door locks 

¶ Shade Structure for play yard and central courtyard 

¶ Six park benches that can be anchored in place 

¶ Mini blinds for apartments 

¶ Yard tools such as hedge trimmers and lawn mowers 

¶ Shop vacuum cleaner 

¶ Home Repair tools 

¶ Sander 

¶ Three bathtub surrounds with trim 

¶ Adult bicycles in good repair 

¶ Landscape gravel                      Call 602-294-0222 

 

 

Andrew held their first experiential program.  The 90 minute workshop, was described bythe 30+ 
participants as “eye-opening”, “motivating” and as well as “fun”.  “The amount emotion and energy in 
the room was incredible” stated facilitator, Geiger. Look forward to hearing more about this program, 
ways that you can you use it in your community and congregation. To find out more contact 
advcocacy@gcsynod.org .   

¶ THE TABLE If you haven’t seen it yet please check out http://elcaworldhunger.ning.com/. This is 
the ELCA social networking sight for those involved in hunger efforts. There is everything from videos, 
events, personal challenges, congregational challenges, and groups to join.  This is where our Grand 
Canyon group is posting information and meeting, getting ideas. If you’re a networker or a blogger, this 
is the place to be! 

¶ BREAD FOR THE WORLD http://www.bread.org/  

Every year, churches and campus groups across the United States send handwritten letters to their 
members of Congress. Writing a heartfelt letter is a prayerful, reflective and personal way to seek God's 
justice for hungry people. When we join with our congregations or campus communities, we raise a 
strong voice.   As part of Bread for the World’s Offering of Letters campaign, members of Peace Lutheran 
Church, Peoria wrote letters to their Federal Representatives and Senators.  The children also wrote 
letters to President Obama during Sunday 
School and used the Bread for the World 
curriculum for children.   

¶ FAMILY PROMISE OF GREATER PHOENIX  is 
an organization with a longstanding 
reputation of helping homeless families by 
partnering with local churches and local 
social service agencies. They recently have 
moved their offices to Scottsdale after 
purchasing a small apartment complex near 
Scottsdale & McDowel Rds. The property at 
7221 E Belleview St. serves as the Family 
Promise offices, and includes a family center 
as well as a job search program for parents. 
Six of the apartments will be used for 
transitional housing. It is believed to be the 
first homeless shelter in Scottsdale.  This 
program has lots of ways that your 
congregation can be involved in helping the 
homeless. Check out their website. 

¶ POVERTY 
When the official poverty numbers are released on September 10th, it is possible that more Americans 
will be counted as poor than at any time since the early 1960s. The Census Bureau will certainly report 
that poverty is on the rise. But these figures will not tell the whole story. The economic crisis has 
increasingly made poverty a realistic worry for many of those who thought they were safely outside its 
grasp. Many more families will be confronting the combination of job loss, rising debt, and economic 
insecurity. On Tuesday, September 8, 2009 9:15 a.m. - 10:45 a.m. PST New America Foundation in 
Washington, DC will have a live web cast at 
http://www.newamerica.net/events/2009/updating_poverty     it will be recorded for those who 
cannot attend. All are welcome. 

http://www.gcsynod.org/
http://www.familypromiseaz.org/
http://www.familypromiseaz.org/contact.html
mailto:advcocacy@gcsynod.org
http://elcaworldhunger.ning.com/
http://elcaworldhunger.ning.com/
http://www.bread.org/
http://www.bread.org/
http://www.bread.org/take-action/offering-of-letters-resources/plan-offering-letters.html
http://www.peacelutheranaz.org/
http://www.peacelutheranaz.org/
http://www.peacelutheranaz.org/
http://www.familypromiseaz.org/whatisgpihn.html
http://www.newamerica.net/events/2009/updating_poverty
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¶ The Keogh Health Foundation www.KeoghHealthFoundation.org assists low-income family’s access 
affordable healthcare by partnering with community based organizations 
that have a trust relationship with working-poor families. They provide the 
technical assistance to counsel families and assist them with applications for 
public health and nutritional benefits (AHCCCS, KidsCare, Food Stamps).  Mr. 
Allen Gjersvig, Executive Director for the Keough Health Foundation that is 
based here in the Phoenix area, is interested in launching a church based 
initiative to train volunteers to help families apply for public benefits.  We 
felt that many of our congregations may be interested in being a part of this great community effort.  
Allen is a member of Love of Christ Church in East Mesa.  You can reach Mr. Gjersvig at 602.749.4179 or 
at Allen@Keoghhealthfoundation.org to start a conversation about how your church might get involved 
with this great effort.   

www.WebofCreation.org. is the ELCA resource guide for going green. Here you will find everything you need to 

build your own GREEN team, including a  congregational plan. 

Many of our congregations such as Holy Trinity in Chandler, AZ are 

forming GREEN Teams.  These are a group or groups of people in a 

congregation who are especially concerned about the environmental 

impact we are making, who form around the challenge of creating 

solutions.  Some focus on practical changes they can be made in their 

building and congregational life. Emphasis can also be placed on 

education and changes that can be made in our homes. Still another area of strategy may include community 

action and legislative advocacy.  Some of our congregations have had GREEN Teams for years, and some have 

designed their buildings with GREEN in mind such as Shepherd of the Hills in Flagstaff, AZ.  This month we would 

like to share with you some GREEN Resources and challenge you and your congregation to start or fire up 

(without carbon emissions!) your own GREEN Team!  

¶ GREEN VIDEOS by National Geographic! Check out these short videos produced by National Geographic.  
These are an especially good resource to show on Sunday mornings during announcements or as 
centerpieces for discussions in small groups/forums. There are 24 Conservation in Action videos, plus an 
additional 14 Green Home Makeover videos.  They range from 30 seconds to 5 minutes. Some of our 
favorites include:  “This Bulb”, “Bag the Bag”, “Environmental Churches” and “What You Do Counts”. 

¶ LIVING EARTH Is the ELCA’s Advocacy e-newsletter on caring for the earth. Click here for an example of 
their latest newsletter (put out monthly). At different times during the year they also publish things like 
litanies, hymns and other worship resources you can use in your congregations, as well as important 
environmental news & issues before both state & federal legislators.    
 

¶ EARTH CARE COMMISSION 
Since 1996 the Earth Care Commission has been affiliated with the Arizona 
Ecumenical Council, consisting currently of 18 denominational partners and 
approximately 22 organizations as well as strong interfaith ties.  They express 
unity of faith through worship, prayer, study and service.  Activities include:  
legislative advocacy, liaison with local churches, program development, 
environment conferences and workdays, nature hikes, trail restorations, Earth 
Day events, storytelling events and more.  If you are interested in receiving their 
newsletter with lots of practical “Earth Care” Ideas & News or would like to 
become a part of this group contact Lita at:  aec@aecunity.net 

 

http://www.gcsynod.org/
http://www.keoghhealthfoundation/
http://www.loveofchristchurch.net/
http://us.mc556.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Allen@Keoghhealthfoundation.org
http://www.webofcreation.org/
http://www.webofcreation.org/Environmental%20Guide.pdf
http://www.htlutheran.com/
https://sothflagstaff.ctsmemberconnect.net/home-ctrl.do
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/environment/going-green-environment/index.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/environment/going-green-environment/index.html
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Justice/Advocacy/Congregational-Resources/Caring-For-Creation.aspx
http://aecunity.net/OurWork/Commissions/EarthCareCommission/tabid/15277/Default.aspx
http://aecunity.net/OurWork/Commissions/EarthCareCommission/tabid/15277/Default.aspx
http://aecunity.net/OurWork/Commissions/EarthCareCommission/tabid/15277/Default.aspx
http://aecunity.net/OurWork/Commissions/EarthCareCommission/tabid/15277/Default.aspx
mailto:aec@aecunity.net
http://www.KeoghHealthFoundation.org

